Sally Macmillan
roughs it (well, sort of)
on a visit to Home
Valley Station.

THE legendary Gibb River Road
isabullroarer of an outback track:
red-dusted and

e akknu inits
patchy corrugated rul

This is absolute dnn-anom:l
4WD counti

But the mkm erstwhile stock
route from Kununurra to Derby
does take you to magical places in
the widescreen Kimberley wild-

dscape.

like the sprawling
,000ha Home Valley Station

{HVS), an indigenous-owned

waorking mlueslulion that offers

WD—I'III it eco
A host of uulhu:.k experiences

Erness
Places

are available at HVE, includi
barra fishing. Ilm'sebacx riding.
gorge and waterfall forays, mllle

Aj
for East Kimberley indigenous
folk, as well as a visitor stay.

Alwlg with its adjeining Nyali-
of Knrunjie

owners, the Balanggarra people
— Is an on-site training academy

people
nn.d Durack River, the ILC lands

here cover some 14 million hec-
tares. Big, big country to explore.

We're protty lucky, After visit-
ing El Questro Wilderness Park

we travelled mostly on bitumen

and then a mere 8km of ruts since
fording the Pentecost River and
turning off to the outback casis
that's Home Valley.
It's “hot as” this mid-morning,
already nudging 40C
The SUI WAy not qulbe be over
but the station’s
Chrls and Nicolle Fenech can see
we're hanging out for some col-

dfin may be the dinner special for HVE guests

mruwmco:mmmunny

'8 gu

dies and oblige ns we book Into
reception at the hub, the Dusty
Bar and Orill

This is a huge open-sided
entertainment-dining-bar area,
full of outback relics of yester-
year, leading out to bore-watered
lush lawns and gardens and me
station's main swimming pool.

We keep the swim in mind for

kater. Right now It's off to meet
the station’s neddies: 30 nuggetty
work horses who also saddle up
for visitors for trail rides down to
the Pentecost or, for those more
daring. a real cattle muster.

No muster for us, however,
and after a slip, slop, slap it's a
sedate mounted meander Across
savanna, plains and rocky ridges
to the river.

l‘ts a ;lunnl.ng vista of short-

ind strapping brahman eat-
lle htl‘ﬂ.ﬂ. wildlife ann vivid-hued
bush b,

some m for we lmrmnma.
“You wanna go play with Ced-
rie?” he grins.

!B.lum‘;:f: cz:ﬂr:cﬂ';?w’—‘guﬁy‘i.ﬂ: a We trek to gorges and waterfalls

saltle but he's tame, tame, tame. and swim in waterholes.

He lets me tickle him." After a full day of exploring, it's
You do get to meet ol Ced when DlisS {0 slip Into our huxury and

Grass Castles: eight steel
DORETE CONp Som mxma'w ;:‘bmﬂ bimber cabins sitting on the
of

Bindooks Creek.

mn of the Cirass Castles con-
You leave the man_!l.erm river- a kingsized bed, lished

bank sleep and take in the mass

of wildlife malrbﬂ floors, cltmlt: mw}trﬁhd

b it snacks and cold drinks, fridge, tea
Guided river and gorge Wmmﬂ mme making facilities, fat

are available or you can make

YOUr OWn WAy on canoes or boats, IDS‘I.. \elwhunr and Internet ac-

cient gorges,
close, let alone tickle him.

evislon with Foxtel,

Cedric, we learn, is a dm- bungamaclans mlmnummmmmlmmamwm

cess, celling fans, day bed and
separate bar area.

After a welcome cold shower in
the huge ensuite bathroom, I slid
the floorto-ceillng glass doors
back. plonked down on the pri-
te vernndah and sipped a col
chudy while flocks of birds chat-
tered from eucalypt-perch and
fish — or could that be crocs® —
plopped in the creek.

Other visitors doss down in the

iru with private timbered decks

in or the

Humﬁmm Guesthouse Fooms,

¢t around their own pool and
barhccue facilities; or camp out
d non-powered

an
ulm within station grounds: or
out at the popular Bindoola River
Camp o few clicks away.

For us, It's out to chserve a
mesmerising sunset.

At the HVS Lookout, Nicolle
and Chris set up tables and
chairs, Iay out lashings of finger
nibbles and splash out the
French c

then pinks and purples.
A top notch meal at Dusty's,
camp fire didge by Michael Tippo
and live muslc by East Kimberley
singer-songwriter Poter Brandy
top off a sublime day.
‘Watch cut barms
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we come hunting for y you.

B The writer was a guest of
Tourism WA




