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DAY ONE: ESSENDON, MELBOURNE - MULOORINA Kimberley country with a low-level scenic flight Wl

- ALICE SPRINGS

Depart on a crisp Melbourne morning bound for the outback and beyond...
Touch down outback-style at Muloorina Station in South Australia
located close by Lake Eyre, all AAA guests are greeted as new friends for a
barbeque lunch. Following lunch guests depart for Alice Springs. Time to
rest; accommodation is at the Voyages Alice Springs Resort.

DAYTWO: ALICE SPRINGS

After breakfast AAA guests set off on a tour of the Royal Flying Doctor
Service base and Standley Chasm before lunch, then after a short scenic
drive guests will discover just how alive the Red Centre really is with a visit
to the Desert Park. Desert Park is home to an array of Australian reptiles
and mammals which thrive in the arid environment of the Red Centre.
Amongst many highlights of this visit is the free flying raptor display. Time

to rest; accommodation is at Voyages Alice Springs Resort.

DAYTHREE: ALICE SPRINGS ~TINDAL - POINT STUART
Departing Alice Springs tracking north, we fly you within Arnhem Land
over-flying the majestic Twin Falls. Destination is Wildman River for
overnight accommodation at Point Stuart Wilderness Lodge. Rod Dyer
and his team of AAA Tour Leaders recently decided to access this region
for its unbounded beauty and isolation offering all the wildlife and wetlands
of the popular Kakadu National Park with far less holiday frenzy. With the
right tide, an afternoon of barramundi fishing is arranged for all who wish
to participate. It's mostly fun really as the challenge is set and the chef'is on
stand-by to prepare your own gourmet barramundi delight. Time to rest, in
dreamtime; accommodation is at Point Stuart Wilderness Lodge.

DAY FOUR: POINT STUART

Today, as a privileged few, AAA guests will experience some special parts
of Point Stuart cruising the Mary River Wetlands abundant with large
wader birdlife and man's least-best friend, the saltwater crocodile. Spot
slightly friendlier freshwater crocodiles in the spring amidst the ancient
banyan trees.

DAY FIVE: POINT STUART - BATHURST ISLAND
—~DARWIN

Leaving Point Stuart after breakfast we fly guests onto Bathurst Island
where you are met by your Tiwi guide. Traditional owners welcome and
escort guests throughout this fascinating island before departing for lunch
in Darwin. Darwin city: take an afternoon tour of this thriving garden city
that is now becoming an important port with the advent of the new rail
link. Visit picturesque Cullen Bay, The Esplanade and the State Darwin
Museum. Time to rest; accommodation is at the Novotel Atrium.

DAY SIX: DARWIN - FARAWAY BAY

Depart Darwin crossing the Territory’s border into Western Australia on a
particularly scenic flight. One of the friendly Faraway Bay staff awaits your
arrival at the airstrip before an inimitable 4WD transfer. The Bush Camp
oasis has direct access to the beach, nearby freshwater pools and trails.
After settling in, options available include a rewarding trek up to some of
the famed Bradshaw rock art sites. The abundance of wild life in the area is
glorious and your Faraway Bay guide will inform you of the area’s ecology
as well as traditional foods and bush tucker. Prior to dinner, your afternoon
allows time to relax into the pool. Time to rest; accommodation is at the
Bush Camp at Faraway Bay.

DAY SEVEN: FARAWAY BAY

Following breakfast you are welcomed aboard Faraway Bays own
Diamond Lass for a private cruise along the stunning Kimberley coastline
to the King George River. From this vantage point marvel at how the river
abruptly ends forming an 80m twin waterfall, shower under the gentle
dry season flow and enjoy lunch shaded by the towering escarpment. The
cruise home involves dangling a line, often resulting in the freshest fish
for dinner! Another afternoon at your private Kimberley retreat, a regular
comment from past AAA guests T have never been so relaxed in all my
life’. Enjoy Faraway Bay, its beauty and its friendly and attentive hospitality
for one more night.

DAY EIGHT: FARAWAY BAY - KUNUNURRA

- BUNGLE BUNGLES - HOME VALLEY STATION

After breakfast your flight tracks easterly across the massive estuarine
waters to the rich agricultural town of Kununurra. On arrival guests are
met at the airport and taken on tour of the Ord Valley led by an expert
local guide. Following lunch AAA guests continue their air safari of the

over the Bungle Bungle Range. Touching down
at Home Valley Station right next to the stunning
Cockburn Range you are welcomed and checked in
to your room to refresh before being driven down to
the private Home Valley lookout by the Pentecost
River. Time to rest by the tranquil Bindoola Creek;
accommodation in Home Valley’s Grass Castles.

DAYNINE: HOME VALLEY STATION -PENTECOST RIVER
—~COCKBURN RANGE

Today a million acres of Kimberley wilderness is yours to explore, with
the assistance, care and expertise of your local Aboriginal guides. Activities
on Home Valley are many and varied; walking trails, swimming at the
croc-free Bindoola Falls, canoeing in the homestead billabong, fishing
for Barramundi or visiting the Kimberley version of Bondi Beach where
Osprey are on patrol. As well as a great place to visit, Home Valley is also an
operational cattle station. Sunsets are a real event in this part of the World;
with a cool drink in hand bear witness to the dramatic colour changes of
the landscape as the sun rapidly sinks below the horizon.

DAY TEN: HOME VALLEY STATION - PRINCE REGENT
RIVER - BROOME

Departing Home Valley Station your pilot tracks west above the arduous
Gibb River Road and over Rod Dyer’s former property Ellenbrae Station.
AAA guests are informed of the colourful history behind Rod Dyer’s
pursuits in the unrelenting Kimberley outback. Yet another breathtaking
scenic moment awaits as guests soar over the awesome Prince Regent
River, Walcott Inlett, Kings Cascades and Kimberley coastal fjords prior to
arriving into Broome. AAA guests will be transported to the stylish Cable
Beach Club Resort. Afternoon activities are varied between the pristine
Cable Beach right on your doorstep and beautiful private grounds and
gallery of Cable Beach Club Resort, displaying their collection of Sidney

Nolan works. Accommodation is at Cable Beach Club Resort or similar.

DAY ELEVEN: BROOME

Today guests tour Broome’s many points of interest on board private
transport. The long Broome jetty is a great spot to land a big fish and
Chinatown comprises some very quaint buildings, as attractive today as
they were when built. Broome truly offers all guests a very pretty town
experience, with lots to do. Diamonds, pearls and crafted pieces can be
purchased from places like Linneys. This evening we will take you to join
in an AAA tradition. Watch the sun sink into the sea whilst sipping on
champagne and, if the moon is full, watch the staircase gently appear before
you, simply perfect.

DAY TWELVE: BROOME -YULARA (AYERS ROCK)

After breakfast AAA guests depart skyward from Broome’s colourful
waters tracking south east to Australia’s Red Centre. From Broome the
first sector is a short flight to the Kimberley town of Halls Creek, enjoy a
lunch onboard as you view Wolfe Creek meteor crater, arriving at Yulara
in time to view sunset over the Rock. Dinner and wine served in style,
relax within the resort’s marvellous facilities before retiring. Time to rest,
accommodation is at Voyages Desert Gardens.

DAY THIRTEEN: YULARA - ULURU - KATATJUTA
-COOBER PEDY

After a gentle start to the day guests make a circumnavigation of Ayers
Rock by private vehicle. This tour includes the mysterious Olgas range.
Return for lunch and an opportunity to visit the well-appointed interpretive
centre Tninti’. Depart the Red Centre for big opal country, soaring over the
Musgrave Ranges to Coober Pedy. AAA pilots approach Coober Pedy at
an altitude creating the sensation of flying over the face of the moon. This
effect is in fact due to the countless mine shafts below. AAA guests dine
together celebrating their adventure and farewell new friends at a reserved
dinner at the underground Desert Cave Motel.

DAY FOURTEEN: COOBER PEDY

—-ESSENDON, MELBOURNE

Today’s time in this incredible mining town allows AAA guests to take
a guided tour of the opal fields - learn how to use a diving rod, visit an
underground house and an underground church, inspect a working mine
and see how opals are cut and polished. Opportunities to spoil someone
are pleasingly at ‘mineshaft’ prices. The homeward flight tracks over the
spectacular Flinders Ranges before refuelling in Mildura then continuing
on to Melbourne.

Melbourne

A man travels the world over in search of what he needs and returns home to find it.” George Moore
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Wings over a
timeless land

Bruce Elder buckles up for an air adventure over the outback.

e fly out from Alice Sprinkgs in o

krov-Flying plane leacing north

ranely higher than 1200 metnes,

like some watchful predatory
bird. Seoon we ane gasplag st the wast and ancbes
bezaty ol the MacDonmned] Ranges.

| am et a vgday sour of Central Australia, an
e Ehuat all Aurstralizng ane farmiline with bt few
really kisrw, Thise seemingly endless bncls have
an astenshing beauty and divessity, You ser
trogigal rivers, where exaric birds strut on ghane
lirses watched by beadyveyed crocs, After sum-
mwr rains the  rivers oo the
foodplains, tuming tem o hsh grasslands
and cowering the lences, so that only haos of
human acganssation can be ssen under vast, low-
bying lakas. Yeou rarely sev 3 woad o any sign of
human existence, :':lr!w Insman habatation

Flying bow eneer the expanses of Central Aust
ralia, porlern Austrnbia snd the Kinberdey, i &
Impossible not 1o feel the isolation, the pescetul
ness amd Hw vasioess.

These ate lands warn smooth by millions of
years al evosion amd the low ridges of mwuntaine
Tk, Tike: the driex] Tones of the Earth. The knd-
stape it s flat that, from our aircraft, the deseres,
clunes, te chay amd salt pans seem 1o steetch 1o
mfinity, like some huge blood-red table upan
which an Aboriginal artist lesd pabiied wate-
heles, meandering 1rcks and the oecasiomal
grey bilue pasches of seoub,

Al this tirme of year, as the wet ends and the
wiimier sharpness cuts through the warm blandet
of summer hunidity, tee southwrn hosdes am
Trading north. The airoonditioned coaches are
harging up the sealed Highway 1 and the olab
arate 4% 12 buses are bimping out e the Bongle
&-1:;125 il scross the Gibb Rlver Rosd

frip 1 J:: ol L:h-eﬂ,- :hfhﬁn It is an
experienoe ol the ol 1
welios lives arud work i the l.u.lmlF:l.'k. il

Back in 1577, long before tmvllhrg through
the anes was fashionable, Rod Dyer, a farmeer
from Hamilton in westemn  Victoris, stanied

taking [riends 1o Ellenboe, Lis propeny in
e Kirnherdey,

Iy 1up5; Dy beasrnd b goooom hovtane Ellenls
e, or Starion F as 18 was then known, from the
Wiessern Australian Depanmens of Agriculiuee fog
the: tmiplaisible sum of s1500 a year. Then were,
of course, mrchThhurh'ul:Tdd:dhl:mc
irmpaere the property and spend S50 4
yEIF On imgeTverients. W) 1-1‘- Dyer sigmwed the
agreement theee waene oo roads. There was mo aoc
ocmmodation. The country, spar from indigencus
usin, had mever booen occupeed o

After bashing oul =n airstrip, Dyer started s
ok and d the p . Abways a keen
flyer, Do took intensded Friends aml sluoseal
them the countryssde. The result was the estabs
lashumeend of Adr Adventure Australia, which now
muns athentic cthack [os in offthebeaten
track) iours from Melboume o the Northemn
Territory anl Westerm Australia,

Before the season started, [ohn Dyer (son of
Rod) pock. his s tour guicks, Chris Reyeroft

mwt pusenygess i inchaded the gren BHP
hoss Escingtner Lewis, as well as Sic Robent
Munzles, gravermorsgeneral. abinet minsters,
stase govemnes and defence chiefs.

Point Stuart

We lly from the Alice north 10 the wonderfully
nagrwsd Opivn Creek Station an the Mary River.
Ohpsimy Creek i owniind by the Suban of Bounei,
e the mchest man in the wokd

We chug acrrss the Central Australian desert
until we reach Temnam Croek, where we refuel
A threesear-old local Aborginal kid comes ot o
admire the plane x we soak up the tropecal
warmile Then is on o Kathesase for amother
fuel stop bebore landing a1 Oplum Creek.

O chestimsation is the Point Stuart Wilderess
Lolge which, a John Dyer quite commectly paings
out, has all the attractions of Kakadu without the
miokis of touriste, 1 is, | later come 1o mealise, &
symabol of the unigueness of Flemvay Farmway,
This s an opgrariunity o boasd @ soll lihing

Flying at low aititude, it is impossible not to feel
the isolation, the peacefulness and the vastness.

{rephew of Bl Royool, the Glymgic equeitrian
e meclallist). 10 all the destinations 1o intmduoe
Chuis to the Iocals and familiaris hime with the
terrain, attractions, fzma and flora. | taggred akung,

Whereas the 14.day Flyaway Fasaweay Kim
berley Style Australlon sdvennee o s restric
ted i mine peopile who all traved in a small seee-
plawe with large viewing witkdows, there were
el flve of 13 arl we were travelling with Ross
Sanith oo relation o the famous aviator), an old
Iriend of Hod Dyes, inhis sery nosy gy Lock-
bewd £2a Edectra Junice.

Called the “Sibver City”, this %ulme WaLs Once
the equivalent of an executive jet for BHE. It for-

Tabing flight ... the 1937 “Siiver Clty” used by Alr Adventure Australla, Foo Bruce e

Lsast; o ctch barramurdi (we catch four, taow
three back and ferd ane 1o a lazy crocodibel; 10
marvel @ the Bmposibly vich bird Gife that
inchedes everything from jatsin 1o sea eaghes and
brolgas. to gasp in wonder at the waterdilies
gml;ﬁ I such profusion thas they tum e
wetlands inf white fields and to by monch
aloayg e moddy shorelaes watching the crocs
sun themmseives,

Faraway Bay
In recent ﬁna Cruestro, on the Kimberbey
e part of the Voyages group, so
rlumpa.nuhdlirp chain of upmarket trop-
tcal resorts (hot echudes Lieaged Island, Silky
[kiks im the Dalntree aned the infamos
“unlimited free booee” Bedarra Lol in Grear
Rarrier Reef.

It s no acident that, as El Cuestro has
botome mome touristadentoted, Flyaway Far
mway hes maoved 1o the mose outhack, maore iso-
lated Faraway Day, This is one of those resorts
that cann e resched anby by seroplane. The deive
fram the arsardp to the camp i3 rugged and
upsonproeising, Bul the viev — sooes Uee chisr-
lishby narmed Gumboot Bay - B about as close 1
pcacise @ any place can be. There's o swim
ming pood on the edige of the chiffs overloaking
the bay, There's cven a st of golf clubs sl
unlimited golf balks and you can hit off owards
a pim sithigg, Tar bedow on the edge of the bay

The hi oy il heee is o trige o King
Lienwrpe i‘m cramatic falls fhai 1“%
dlredds of metres into o fomdike parow bay,

We comye across & gronp of Perth doctars wha
visit every yosir 1o fish foe baramausdi. They cat

thesr day's cabchy cach evening alber sitting and
gnzing At the mmset and the night skies, For
those interested in Aboriginal ar, Fasway Bay
has superh examples of Bradshaws, very anclem
rock ant [carbon dating has essalilished that they
are al beast 17,000 years old amd lwrelone (e
oldest artistic expressian of haman beings an the
planet), which supposedly peecate the arvival of
the current Kimberlny incigenous « ity

Home Valley Station
There is nothing quite ke Home Valkey Statbon.
MY thae Galsls Ruver Bosad, sonse 120 kilonwdnes
west of Kumsmairr, i is a model of Kimberbey
Abxmiginal initiative. It s everything: a TAFE
wivere indigencuss students, all of whaem board at
ez stadion, do a variely of hospatality curses; a
suprerhy confermce cemine .nu.ll acceumemexdation
raaging from camiping o fivestar husury on the

harks of the Pertoost River.
As ashicly in ereative iodrism, Home Valley is
I.n.qul'l :.a;Ill.pn.n: It lee everytliog feom the
Y 19 rin @ raister, i a chance 1o swim
in Ht weell hidden and dramatic Bindoola Gange

You can viw some very fine and guite acess-
ible Mbariginal rock an just 35 kilonetes up
the Glbb River Road from the station. Tleo is
a truly pegical mament, which is

strmght out of the Alrican safan lamelbook:
sl (wines amd spirits with hors
o' seaivres an sundown) from a perivate vamage
praint whese you can sit and maned as the late
afiernoan sun changes the oolours of the ped
yocks of the Cockiburn Hange, which rises to the
southy of The station

This is a moclel of the Rnvre potential of
Aborigingl toauism in the Kimbecksy and an
appartunity to experierie e Gibl River Raoad
il te hased work of traversing it

Broome

Thee trip frome Himie Valliy bo Broome reachis
deep inta the essenge of what makes the Kim
bwerley e ancl s special, We stop at Dry
sdale River Siatlon, a goooooha oo
the Gildls River Mbhhlm refued N'J'I;:E Mﬂ
the impossibly bublily |o Keeyers. She s 23
she grew up on Drysdale River before heading

& Jabiru at the Mary River; the King River.

Potas: idighl. Bnace Eder

overseas bo backpack asound Europe and spend
:l:.mh::]nuul"uuld. ki
W W arrive, Jo, Ao
Immganmkqahulhmm‘w herself
She organises our avgs, olls the deums sooss
1o the plane and grets the hand pump working,
then returis 1o the stution where she makes us
sandwiches. Ever so gently, she complains
bt the puasadhe of namards wha, in the
pext few wesks, will boeak her sience, and
proudly shows off the stanon’s “fridge phone™
= prubsdic telephoee in o fi
Then we head off towards the onast noeth of
Brooam, where greal rivers cut acress the beoad
midflats, where we el over the remarkakls
ticka phenemendon known a5 the Hortzoatal Falls,
where the mudilats stiedch forewa down the
coast ard where, finally, we maloe our way dawn
ﬂmhgwulmmﬂmhwm

Allce Springs

It seems appropriste that the gabay jourmey
craids with the most dramatic of all the fhghis.
This is the jowemey from Brovane across the des-
ert 1 Halls Creek, whene we refuel, and then on
across e lmsh and dramatically  barren

Tanami Desers, folborwing the Tanami Track.
Aswea Alice Springs mlgrmm o
back fas it doe= when 1

|ﬂh|w]mﬂ:sqnar:ﬂm-mmg
Hiobe. Abve the waberhole B 2 rennant of the
range. a chiff face that has been twisted (oo
shapes. A noticeboard near the car
WE “All around you there i evi
dhenice of a great movnain boilding episode in
the farmation of Central Australla. You can s
Iortwred fokds of rock which formed deep in the
exrth and when gre heat and pressure pushed
up oo metre mcunkains bt JE: millian
weiirs ol eraskn 1uv1. -ﬂlluul Mun them away,
exposing the deeper folded
T s these bones of Ihe w.nh from the air
is to marvel at the antupiity of the lond we Bive
e It is an exporience that left me with &
deepes, mare pednate appreeciations of (s
remarkable continent.

Bruce Elder traveled courtesy of Alr Adventure
Australia
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FAST FACTS

Gutting thare

Thie li-day Flyaway Farinway Kimber|sy
Style abr salarl operates from June

o early September. it departs from
Essendon airpart. Interstata transter
packages are avallable lor 5450 (air

fares, accommiodation, sirport transters),
Costisa fully inclusive 512,495 & person,

twin share. For more information and a
free brochure, phone Alr Adwanture

Australia on 3800 033 160 (toll Iree, nrvn

days),

AMA has been In business since 1977,

It has an unblesmished safety record

Staying there
Thee Tog End has ((tle genuine fe-ilar

accommodation. The best we exparienced

whs Home Valley Station, a supert,

vty modern resort with Ffive-star
sccommpdaiion beside thi river.
It has recently undengsne 3 slate-
of-the-art refurbishmen|

See wiw, homevalley.oom au.

Paint Stusrt Wilderness Lodge has
good accommadatian that would be
about 345 stars snd the Wetlands Bistro,
rially & charming oulback pub that has
excellent, impossishy tresh barramunal,
as wall as anything you mighl have
cawght during the day.

See www painbstuarl. com.bu,
Faraway Bay has acommmodation ihal's
b cutiback eguivalent of the five-star
tent cxpericnoe common on African
safaris, The showers are under the stars.
The front windews of e individus) cating
hawe no curtaing, meaning waking at
dawn is mandatory. Most signilicanlly,
(e 10 pnd thie wines (all included in
thi cost) are sensational,

Sbe wiiw arawaybay com.a



