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Call to ditch rail plan

BETTER SYSTEM:
Metro’s Tony Sim. NEW PROPOSAL: Rapid buses mooted.

Fast buses
better, says
Metro boss

PHILIPPA DUNCAN

METRO chief executive Tony
Sim has proposed converting
the northern suburbs rail line
to a bus lane to create fast
public transport.

He said the option would be
cheaper than electric rail and
potentially cut bus travel
times between the city and
Bridgewater in half.

‘‘The cost of electrifying the
rail would be much more than
the cost of converting it to
bitumen,’’ he said.

‘‘With our population, we
probably can’t justify a rail
system just yet.’’

He predicted more people
would leave their cars at home
to hop on the fast buses that

would get them to and from
work quicker.

‘‘As the roads get more
congested people will natu-
rally gravitate towards public
transport,’’ he said.

Hobart City Council last
month voted to support Alder-
man Jeff Briscoe’s move to
investigate light rail from Ho-
bart city to Bridgewater, with
as many as 15 stops.

The rail line is expected to

be available within five years,
when the rail hub is moved
from Hobart to Brighton, mak-
ing way for the new hospital.

This has sparked debate
about how to use the transport
corridor, with proposals focus-
ing on light rail.

But transport economist
Bob Cotgrove last month dis-
missed the light rail option as
unviable and unfeasible.

‘‘Very few people would use
it, and they wouldn’t use it
often, certainly they wouldn’t
be willing to pay the amount of
money needed,’’ he said.

‘‘The potential market is bus
passengers, but light rail
would just drag some passen-
gers away from buses.’’

Mr Sim said the rail line

from Bridgewater to Hobart
could be made into a one-way
bus lane and the bike lane
retained.

‘‘Buses could go into town in
the morning and out in the
afternoon,’’ he said.

He said the system would be
more flexible than light rail

because the buses could switch
to the road network.

He proposed using hybrid-
technology buses that already
exist and use magnetic gui-
dance to safely pull into plat-
forms. Mr Sim said his pro-
posed system was called Bus
Rapid Transport. OzeBus, a

leading bus industry website,
said BRT could save millions of
dollars in capital investment.

‘‘BRT provides a high-
frequency service eliminating
the need to consult a trip
schedule,’’ the site said.

‘‘BRT can carry the same
number of people as light rail
for a typical cost four to 20
times less than light rail and 10
to 100 times less than a heavy
rail system.

‘‘BRT has been very suc-
cessful in attracting increased
patronage to public transport,
as Brisbane’s South East Bus-
way had shown. BRT vehicles
look and feel like light rail and
are not limited to overhead
power lines or to fixed
tracks,’’ it said.

OH, LUCKY MAN: Former Tasmanian Luke Brooks at the Home Valley Station, WA, where Outback Jack was shot.

Ex-Hobart bloke now love prize
MADLY IN
PURSUIT:
Luke Brooks
and his 11
suitors in the
European
reality
television
series.

ANGUS HOHENBOKEN

A GROUP of beautiful Euro-
pean women jumped out of a
plane and into the life of
former Tasmanian Luke
Brooks in the West Australian
outback last month.

Wearing flight overalls over
evening dresses, the 11 Dutch
and Belgian ladies had to
skydive down to the feet of the
merchant navy navigator —
the first in a string of exhilar-
ating experiences they would
undertake on the set of Out-
back Jack.

In the reality television ser-
ies, similar to The Batchelor,
Brooks, 28, formerly of How-

den, was showered with atten-
tion as they struggled to win
his heart on a huge East
Kimberley cattle station.

Home Valley Station spokes-
person Nicolle Fenech, who
watched the love-match series
unfold, said of the former
Tassie hunk: ‘‘He’s very col-

ourful, a very down to earth
Aussie bloke and has a great
sense of humour.

‘‘I’m sure the girls were
suitably impressed.’’

While competing for Mr
Brooks’ heart, the women had
to survive a series of elimin-
ation challenges, ranging from

covering an obstacle course
through the Pentecost River to
catching crocodiles and barra-
mundi by hand.

‘‘One of the Aboriginal
elders from the area taught
them how to do Aboriginal
body painting and had to judge
their efforts, which he was
quite chuffed about,’’ Mrs Fe-
nech said.

They also had to convince
Mr Brooks’ mum, Barbara
Weetman, of their suitability
when she flew to the station to
give motherly advice.

The series goes to air in
Europe on October 7.

Plans to broadcast in Aus-
tralia are yet to be finalised.

Hobart
rents
second
highest
HOBART is the second
most expensive capital
city for renters behind
Brisbane, according to a
new report.

The Investors Club’s
national index of rental
affordability was based
on the proportion of full-
time earnings needed to
rent an average three-
bedroom home in the
June quarter.

In Brisbane, 28.3 per
cent of earnings would go
into rent, compared with
26.8 per cent in Hobart
and 25.6 per cent in Perth.

Rent in Sydney would
account for 24.8 per cent
of earnings, followed by
Adelaide on 24.5 per cent
and Melbourne on 23.3
per cent.

Investors Club presi-
dent Kevin Young said
high interest rates were
restricting the supply of
new rental properties,
while young families
were forced to rent in-
stead of buying their first
home.

‘‘The Reserve Bank is
to blame for growing fi-
nancial pressure that is
now being placed on Aus-
tralian families because
of rising rents,’’ he said.

Real Estate Institute of
Australia figures show
that in the past year,
median weekly rents
jumped 11.5 per cent in
Brisbane and 20 per cent
in Perth.

The Investors Club
manages nearly 10,000
residential properties for
its members throughout
Australia.

AAP

Teens
risking
killer
tans
TEENAGERS as young as 13
are often ignoring skin cancer
messages, as alarming new
research shows about 70 per
cent of teenagers are dicing
with death to get a killer tan.

The research shows a dis-
turbing picture of widespread
complacency among NSW res-
idents, with one in three ad-
mitting they will burn their
way to a tan.

Official NSW State Govern-
ment research shows sun-
bakers are becoming less dili-
gent about taking basic sun-
care steps — only 11 per cent of
people surveyed regularly use
sunscreen.

In response, the NSW Gov-
ernment has begun a $2.16 mil-
lion campaign to warn sun-
bakers their time in the sun
could lead to a hospital bed.

‘‘While the basic ‘slip, slop,
slap’ message will remain, the
central task for our new cam-
paign will be to make this
message relevant to everyone,
tackling the growing ‘it can’t
happen to me’ mentality,’’
Minister Assisting the Minis-
ter for Health (Cancer) Verity
Firth said.

The first NSW Govern-
ment’s Cancer Institute Life-
style and Cancer Survey found
almost 66 per cent of those
surveyed had been sunburnt
in the last 12 months; more
than a quarter said they got
burnt more than three times.

And 68 per cent of 13 to
17-year-olds and 62 per cent of
18 to 24-year-olds want a tan.

NSW Cancer Institute chief
executive officer Professor
Jim Bishop said the skin can-
cer death of Melbourne wo-
man Clare Oliver, 26, was
reflective of a worrying trend
in Australia. In the last decade,
the melanoma rate in men
rose by 18 per cent and in
women by 21 per cent.

Dramatic hedge blaze cuts power
ALISON RIBBON

FLAMES leapt from a
massive hedge fire to a
power pole in New
Town’s Pirie St last night.

Tasmania Fire Service
crews were called to the
blaze about 10.20pm only

to find the power had to
be cut before they could
operate safely.

Station officer Paul
Terry said neighbours
had been trying to fight
the fire with garden
hoses, but were told to

turn them off immediate-
ly. A wire from the power
pole snapped and lashed
the ground as the power
was cut.

Officer Terry said if the
wire had still been live, it
could have been very dan-

gerous. He said flames
leapt to as high as 12m,
licking at a tall gum tree
behind the hedge.

Onlookers gathered in
the street. Officer Terry
said police were investi-
gating the fire’s cause.
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On presentation of this ad;

★ BUY 1 MAIN COURSE – Get 1 FREE
(2 COUPONS PER TABLE)

★ FREE 8 Ball Sundays 3-6 PM
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209 BRISBANE ST, WEST HOBART – PH 6234 3541
2085485-39

c

BEAUTIFUL STOWELL 
GARDENS

For confidential sales and listings 
contact Freddie Forstner at Battery 

Point & Heritage Real Estate,
20 Francis Street, Battery Point.

Ph (03) 6223 2577 All Hours
www.batterypointheritage.com.au
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